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SPPSHORE OLL EXPLORATION PROGRAM 


NEW ZEALAND LAUNCHES 


West Coast Area Lnvolved 


Wellington THE "VENING POST in English 11 May 81 p 4 


[Text] The Government today announced a new $500 million off-shore oil exploration 


programme, 
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"On Verge of O11 Prospecting Surge"/7 
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t7 About 60 applications were lodged for the 16 petroleum prospecting conces- 


sion area licences awarded off the west coast of New Zealand. 
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WORLDWIDE AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


USSR-NEW ZEALAND FISHING--Russian deep sea trawling expertise may enable Dunedin- 
based Wrightson Fisheries to significantly boost export sales and processing revenue 
in its new financial year. Mr. E. V. Henry managing director of Fletcher Fishing 
Ltd said one of the most important early benefits of the fishing integration within 
the group would give Wrightson Fisheries to Soviet techniques through the Fletcher 
Sovrybflot Fishing Limited (FLETSOF) joint venture in which Fletcher Fishing is the 
majority partner with the Soviet organisation V/O Sovrybflot. The 11 trawlers in 
the FLETSOF fleet fish in water up to 1000 meters deep of the Chetham Rise and at 
the outer extremities of New Zealand's 200-mile exclusive economic fishing zone. 

Mr Henry said Wrightson Fisheries was budgeting for a significant incre’ se in export 
sales to about $5 million in new species such as orange roughly, deep sea sory and 
squid in the new financial year commencing July 1. [Text] [Wellington THE EVENING 
POST in English 30 Apr 81 p 6] 


U.S,.-NEW ZEALAND OIL SEARCH--The American drill ship Sedco 445 is about to spud in 

its second well in the latest off-shore oil exploration programme. The ship abandoned 
Tangaroa-l last week. The new well, to be known as Kiwa-1l, is 70 kilometers southwest 
of the Maui-A off-shore gas platform. It is 105 kilometres from the shore. The target 
depth for the new well has yet to be announced. The operators of the Sedco 445, Shell 
BP and Todd Oil Services Ltd, have invited local Maori elders to the ship for the 
spudding in. The general manager of the company, Mr Graeme Brown, said it has been 
very disappointed that the gas show at Tangaroa-l had never gone beyond "encourag- 
ing." However he said detailed studies were continuing on the results gained. [Text] 
[Wellington THE EVENING POST in English 28 Apr 81 p 24] 
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NEW ZEALAND SEEKS BLUE FIN TUNA MARKET IN JAPAN 





INTER“ASIAN AFFALRS 


Auckland THE NEW ZEALAND HERALD in English 28 Apr 81 p 18 
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CRUISE SHIP CAPTAIN FINED $40,000 FOR OTL, POLLUTION 
Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 14 May 81 p 2 


iText] The Captain of the luxury cruise ship §.8. Veendam was yesterday fined 
40,000 for causing of! pollution to Bermuda's waters. In the firet case of its 
kind under the amended o11 pollution law, the magistrates court heard that oil 
di.charged from the Veendam caused two 300 feet long black slicks in the Great 
Sound, 





The slicks were spotted on April 20 by a charter yacht operator. 


Investigating Marine Police discovered the slicks lying in an oily sheen 
stretching about 6,000 feet from the Veendam, anchored off King's Point, to 
Alpha island, 


“Mr Andrejs Berzins, prosecuting, said that originally the Veendam Captain, 
Cornelius Hoenderos, denied causing the slicks. But later he made a statement 
to Marine Police, Mr Berzins continued. 


"He stated that he was first made aware of the oil by his crew shortly after 

| p.m. on the day of the incident. He states that at that time he did not know 
where the ofl originated from, but gave orders for the oil to be cleaned up 
with chemicals because it was making his ship and ship's boats dirty." 


The following morning the Veendam's chief engineer discovered that debris in 
two overboard discharge valves had caused the leak. 


"The defendant further stated that he later caused the Marine Police to be in- 
formed of what had been discovered,” said Mr Berzins. “He continues that he then 
sent members of his crew to the nearby islands with instructions to clean up any 
oil they found. They apparently did not find any.” 


fut inquiries showe that Hoenderos never informed the Department of Marine 
ind Ports nor did he re guest advice in dealing with the oil. In fact, the 
chemicals he used on the slick might have been poisonous and dangerous for sea 


lite, 


‘It would appear that although the defendant's actions were aade with good 
intentions, he may have tendec to exacerbate the pollution problem. The full 
impact of this pollution on the environment will not be known fully for some 
time.” 
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PHILIPPINES 


MINING FIRM AGGRAVATES POLLUTION 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 20 May 81 p 22 
[Article by P. Apostol) 


[Text] Residents «f the island province of Marinduque who have been long 
haunted by the prospect of heavy marine pollution area are in for another shock. 


Marcopper Mining corporation which hase been under fire for having reportedly 
polluted major fishing areas and rich coral reefs in Hakupan and Banot islands 
has anncunced the forthcoming start of operations of ite San Antonio expansion 
protect. 


This came as a jolt for the residents. At its present capacity, Marcopper has 
been ejecting an average of 60,000 tons of mine tailings daily out of 20 million 
tons of ore processed. This mine tailings is dumped in Calancan bay resulting 
not only in the death of marine life in this body of water but also in the 
epillage of highly toxic wastes into surrounding waters. 


A Marcopper official had admitted heavy siltation of the corals in some of the 

province's main marine areas. The same official was reported as having justified 
euch siltation or coral damage by saying that damaged corals could be regenerated 
if the dumping would be stopped. This claim was, however, refuted by a UP marine 
biologist who said that coral formation would take hundreds of years to rejuvenate. 


The residents said that due to marine pollution, Marcopper has brought more misery 
than progress for the province. 


The residents said they are not against the existence of Marcopper "But if the 
price of progress would mean destruction oi natural resources, certainly, some- 
thing must be done to stop this,” Franco Preclaro, chairman of the committee 

on environment of the Marinduque Jaycees, said. 


"What will happen to our children and their children. What will be the future 
of fishermen in the coastal towns,” he asked. 


"Marcopper officials promised us jobs. Such promises have remained for years 

as such--promises," a fisherman said. “Some 1,000 fishermen have been dislo- 
cated because the marine poliution has r-nrdered their traditional fishing grounds 
no longer safe for fishing,” he added. 


ll 











One whole family was almost wiped out from poisoning after eating a shellfish 
caught along the shorelines, it was reported, 


The Javeee official said the mining company does not care about the future and 
livelihood of the welfare of the people in the province. What they are inter- 
ested in only te to extract the ore unmindful of the welfare of the local folk, 
After the company has extracted everything of commercial value to the mine 
firm, it will ‘ust pull out and all that we will inherit are “barren, unpro- 
ductive land and polluted marine areas,” 
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PHILLPPINES 


BRLEFS 


NEW FISH VENTURE RULES=<The Mintetry of Natural Resources hase issued new rules 
on joint fiehing ventures within the 200-mile Philippine exclusive economic zone. 
Under the rules, joint fishing ventures will be allowed to explore fishery re 
sources which are more than seven fathoms deep. These can be found in the east- 
ern, northeastern, southweatern anc northern portion of the country. Other 
marine areas open to joint fishing ventures are Cagayan, Leabela, Quezon, the 
Bicol provinces, Surigac del Sur, Surigao del Norte, Davao Oriental and beyond 
the seven=kilometer shorelines of Samar, Leyte and Sorsogon. The fishing ven- 
tures will be allowed only to catch tuna, skipjack, and banito. Among the rules 
are: tonnage of foreign vessels shall not exceed 5,200 gross tons in 1980 and 
4,500 tons in 1981, Bilateral agreements on joint ventures will be jointly 
approved by the Mivistry of Foreign Affaire and the Ministry of Natural Rerources. 
(FTF). [Text] (Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 14 May 31 p 28] 
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INTER=AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


INDIAN OCEAN FISHING COMMISSION MEETS 
Joint Control of Fishing Discussed 
Port Loute LE MAURICIEN in French 23 Apr pp 1, 8 


[Text] Fiehing officitale from Indian Ocean countries met in Chaland yesterday to 
discuss the fishing potential (tuna and other species) in this part of the world, 
Work at the conference also dealt with joint control that will be exercised over 
fishing boats from countries not in the Indian Ocean (Japan, South Korea, Soviet 
Union). 


lawardeo Seetaram, minister of fishing, cooperatives and cooperative development, 
opened the first see ion of the meeting of the Indian Ucean Fishing Commission. 

He stressed the growing importance of fishing to the Mauritian economy. Thousands 
of Mourittiane earn their living from the sea, either as fishermen or in the market- 
ing of fishing products or boat construction. In addition, there aie an estimated 
70,000 Mauritians who fish for pleasure throughout the island. 


According to Minteter Seetaram, fis consumption has increased in Mauritius, going 
from 7? kilograms per person in 1969 to some 18 kilograms today. 


Fish represent some 40 percent of all animal protein consumed by the people. For 
his part, the Rodrigues telander consumes an average of 50 kilograms of fish every 
year, 


Defining the government's policy, Minister Seetaram said that the objectives to be 
attained should be: 1) an increase in fish consumption so that it will represent 
50 percent of the animal proteins consumed; and 2) a reduction in our dependency 

on foreign countries (currently 70 percent of all fish consumed), amounting to 

50 million rureus. 


Project To Study Resources Planned 
Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 25 Apr 81 p 1 


[Text] Yesterday, the first session of the Commictee for the Development and Promo- 
tion of Fishing in the West Indian Ocean came to a close in Chaland. The confer- 
ence, sponsored by the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and atiended 

by Kenneth Lucas, assistant general director of the FAO, was for the purpose of 
outlining a collective strategy for Indian Ocean countries. 














The congress was in tact attended by representatives of Reunion, Kenya, Madagascar, 


Mauritius, Mozambique, the Seychelles, Somalia, Tangania, the EEC and the UND, 
witch will finanee the committee's projecta over the next 5 years, ‘The committee 
began its work on Wednesday, preaided over by David Ardill, divisional scientific 
olffcer in the Mintetry of Fisi'ng, and the asatatant chairmanship of Norbert 


Odero, director of fishing in nenya. 


Working trom data collected during the Indian Ocean study project in recent years, 
the committee looked at current knowledge of fish reserves, limitations on the 
development of fishing and possible ways of promoting its development. It was 
proposed that the FAO set up a technical project based in the Seychelles, but 
jointly managed by the entire region, The FAO aid would operate through the 
project, which will also be financed by the UNDP. A balance of $185,000 was de- 
voted to it this year and financing of the project for 1982 to 1986 will be decided 
upon at the meeting of the Economic QGommiassion for Africa scheduled for next week 
in Addia Ababa. 


Thanks to the help of the FAO, it has been possible in recent years to respond 
rapidly to the technical needs of countries in the region. The project studied 
by the committee at the Chaland meeting made it possible to examine the problem 
of the necessary expertise, among other things. The project must have available 
a resource specialist, a statistician, an expert in cottage fishing, and so on. 


The committee also looked at administrative duties and the funds available that 
will determine the number of consultants to be employed. It goes without saying 
that the (inal bulletin, published at the close of the meeting, provides for the 
periodic ecorvocation of specialists in the atea to specialized work meetings, 
seminars, workshops, and so on. 


It should be recalled that the Seychelles were elected to head the committee and 
Mozambique to serve as vice presideat for the coming session, which will take place 
in the Seychelles in 16 months, and for the period ending with that meetirg,. 
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INTER=AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


SEYCHELLES CEASE DELIVERY OF TUNA TO MAURITIUS 


Port Louts LE MAURICIEN in French 3 Apr 81 pp 1, 4 





[Text] Mauritius wi'l no Longer be able to rely on the Seychelles for its supply 
of tuna needed to operate the plant of the Mauritius Tuna Canning and Fishing 
Enterprise (MTCFE). 


One of MTCFE's matn wources of tuna, the Seychelles, has just made a serious deci- 
sion: to give up cuna fishing becavse, ir. the opinion of Albert Rene's regime, 
"it is no longer profitable." 


Following a cooperation agreement signed on Tuesday, 24 March, with France, the 
government of the Seychelles (according to the Seychelles pro-government newspaper 
THE NATION) has decided to “take a new direction" and give back to France the 

four tuna boats it had delivered to the Seychelles. Until only recently, the four 
tuna boats served Port Louis. They are the "Aldabra," the "“Astove,"” the "Alphonse," 
and the "Assomption." The latter was the center of a Mauritian-Seychelles contro- 
versy following a search by Mauritian authorities in Port Louis last month. 


The Seychelles tuna industry has been in jeopardy and the regime of France Albert 
Rene does not conceal the fact. In a statement reported by THE NATION, the Sey- 
chelles minister of agriculture, Dt Ferrari, admits that tuna fishing in the Sey- 
chelles "has always had problems." 


"Being very enthusiastic, we started too rapidly. We wanted to have everything all 
at once: a tuna industry, canned tuna, and so on,” he said. 


The four Seychelles tuna boats obtained poor results in their iatest runs and the 
situation has been deteriorating for several months. 


lhe Seychelles now intend to do research in order to learn what other types of 
fish are more adapted to their industry. 


Harry Davy, director of the MTCFE, was questioned this morning and said that the 
Mouritian cannery “will not experience difficulty" in obtaining its supply follow- 
ing the Seychelles' decision, especially because its tuna boat, the “Lady Sushil," 
will resume fishing after repair in Japan. 


11,464 
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